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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1 9 C R . 7 6'8 '
' CASE NU

V.

mMAaGiSTRATE JUDGE CUMMINGS
ROBERTO VELAZQUEZ MARTINEZ,
also known as “Rafael”

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge

and belief. Beginning no later than on or about October 23, 2018, and continuing to on or about

December 4, 2018, at Chicago, in the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division, and elsewhere,

the defendant violated:

Code Section Offense Description
In violation of Title 21, United States Conspired with Individuals A, B, C, and others
Code, Section 846 . known and unknown, to knowingly and

intentionally possess with intent to distribute
and distribute a controlled substance, namely, 5
kilograms or more of a mixture and substance
containing a detectable amount of cocaine, a
Schedule II Controlled Substance

This criminal complaint is based upon these facts:

~ X Continued on the attached sheet. / ; Z

R CINTRON
Spemal Agent, Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) :
Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.
Date: October 3, 2019 =
VYT g ge’ z,gnatwe
City and state: Chicago, Illinois JEF FREY CUMMINGS %’S Magistrate Judge

Printed name and Tiile
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
: ss
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

AFFIDAVIT

I, JOMARR CINTRON, being duly,sworn, state as follows:

1. I am a Special Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration, and
have been so émployed for approximately nine years. I am currently assigned to the
DEA Chicago Field Division. My current responsibilities include the investigation of
narcotics trafficking offenses. I havé received training in the enforcement of federal .
drug trafficking laws. I have been involved in numerous drug trafficking
investigations, including mﬂtiplé long-term investigationé. I have had formal
training and have participated in numerous compléx drug trafficking investigations,
including investigations using wiretaps. Based on my experience and training, I am
familiar with various investigative techniques including,. but not limited to,
debriefing defendants, witnesses, and inforﬁiants, as well as others who have
knowledge of the distribution and transportation of controlled sub'staﬁces;
surveillance; and the analysis of documentary and physical evidence. I have been
involved in various types of electronic surveillance, including the uée of wire
interceptions and consensual re,cordingé.

2. ‘This affidavit is submitted in support qf a criminal complaint alleging
that ROBERTO VELAZQUEZ MARTINEZ, also known as “Rafael,’; has violated Title
21, United States Code, Section 846. Because this affidavit is being submitted for the

limited purpose of establishing probable cause in support of a criminal complaint
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charging VELAZQUEZ with conspiracy to knowingly and intentionally possess with
intent to distribute and distribute a controlled substance, namely, 5 kilograms or
more of a mixture and substance containirig a detectable amount of cocaine, a
Schedule II Controlled Substance, I have not included, each and every fact known to
me conce'rniné this investigation. I have set forth only the facts that I believe are
nécessary to estai)lish probable cause to believe that the defendant committed the
offense alleged in the complaint.

3. This. affidavit is based on my personal knowlédge_, information from
confidential sources, consensually recorcied phon'eb calls and meetings, physical
surveillance, witness intervie_ws’, travel records, informatidn received from other law
: enforcement bfﬁcers, review of law enforcement databases, my experience and
training, and the experience of other law enforcement officers.

FACTS SUPPORTING PROBABLE CAUSE :

A..  Summary of Probable Cause N

4. In summary, DEA is investigating ROBERTO VELAZQUEZ
| MARTINEZ (“VELAZQUEZ") and other individuals believed tor be associated with
the Sinaloa drug trafficking organization (“Sinaloa DTO”) in copnection with their
importation and distribution of cocaine into the Unifed States.

5. On or about October 23, 2018, two DEA confidential sources posing as
members of a Colombian DTO (“CS-1” and “CS-2”) consensually recorded a meeting
with VELAZQUEZ and Individual A in Mexico City during which they discussed the

parameters of a deal where VELAZQUEZ and Individual A would purchase from CS-
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1 and CS-2 and distribute multi-hundred kilogram quantities of cocaine into Mexico
‘and the United States.! Prior to the meeting, neither CS-1 and CS-Z had éver met or
spoken with VELAZQUEZ. Dﬁring that meeting and subsequent consensually
recorded phone calls between CS-1 and VELAZQUEZ, Individual A and
VELAZQUEZ agreed to buy aﬁproximately 600 kilograms of cocaine (with a portion
- to be delivered in Chiéago gnd the remaining quantity in Mexico, as well as é portion
to be jointly distributed) and agreed to meet in Honduras in November to finalize the
arrangements. |

6; . Between on or abbut November 15, 2018, and on or about November 21,>

2018, CS-1 and CS-2 conducted multiple meetings with VELAZQUEZ and Individual

1 CS-1 has been cooperating with DEA since approximately 2012. CS-1 is cooperating

with law enforcement in exchange for monetary consideration (CS-1 receives a percentage of
the money or value of narcotics DEA is able to seize as a result of his/her cooperation) and

immigration status benefits in the United States. To date, CS-1 has been paid approximately

over one million dollars in reimbursement, compensation, and in connection with awards

resulting from drug and/or money seizures. CS-1 has multiple prior felony convictions,

including for offenses involving possession of a firearm, forgery, and illegal re-entry. CS-1.
has provided timely and accurate information that has been corroborated by law enforcement
through surveillance, consensual recordings, phone records, and law enforcement reporting.
. CS-1 is not a U.S. citizen and, as part of his/her cooperation, he/she receives immigration
benefits that allow him/her to stay and travel in the United States.

CS-2 has been cooperating with DEA since approximately 2012. CS-2 is cooperating
with law enforcement in exchange for monetary consideration (CS-2 receives a percentage of
the money or value of narcotics DEA is able to seize as a result of his/her cooperation) and
immigration status benefits in the United States. To date, CS-2 has been paid approximately
over $275,000 in reimbursement, compensation, and in connection with awards resulting
from drug and/or money seizures. CS-2 has multiple prior felony convictions including for
drug-related offenses. CS-2 has provided timely and accurate information that has been
corroborated by law enforcement through surveillance, consensual recordings, phone records,
and law enforcement reporting. CS-2 is not a U.S. citizen and, as part of his/her cooperation,
he/she receives immigration benefits that allow him/her to stay and travel in the United
States. '
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B in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, .(including multiple meetings that were consensually
recorded using concealed audio and video recording devices). Duriﬁg those meetings,
in summary, CS-1 énd CS-2 showed VELAZQUEZ and Individual B approximately
140 brick-shaped packages of ‘;sham” cocaine (a substance designed to. look like.
cocaine), CS-1 aﬁd CS-2 facilitated a video call with a different confidential source
posing as a pilot and VELAZQUEZ énd Individual B, and VELAZQUEZ }agi'eed to
receive six hundred kilograms of cocaine in Durango, Mexico, and another 375
kilograms of cocaine in Chicago, for further distribution. |
7. On or about Novenﬁber 18, 2018, CS-2, along with two undercover law
enforcement officers, met with Individual C (VELAZQUEZ’s associate responsible for
delfvering the money for the transaction in Chicago) and showed Individual C
approximately 80 brick-shaped packages of “sham” cocaine. Individual C nevef :
réturned with the money to finalize the transaction. According to CS-l, Individual B
told CS-1 that Individual C did not §vant to bring the money to the meeting location
and Individual C reported that he did not see the entire load of cocaine, and therefore
the transaction would have to be rescheduled.
8. Between on dr about November 19, 2018, and on or about December 4,
2018, at law enforcement’s direction, CS-1 exchanged multiple consensually recorded
calls separately with VELAZQUEZ and I]:_ldividuél B -during which, CS-1 agreed to |
" meet with VELAZQUEZ in Chicago to receive 40 kilograms of cocaine to be fo]lowéd

by another meeting in Honduras to consummate the rest of the transaction.
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9. Onor aboﬁt December 3, 2018, at law enforcement’s direction, CS-1 met
with VELAZQUEZ at a pdrticular hotel in downtown Chicago, during which they
confirmed a meeting for the next day where CS-1 would deliver 40 kilograms' of
. cocaine Vto VELAZQUEZ and VELAZQUEZ would arrange to deliver bei:ween $1
million and $2 million to CS-I; |

'10. On or about December 4, 2018, CS-1 and CS-2 met with VELAZQUEZ,
who instructed thgm to follow him to a residence in Stickney, Illinois. Once they
arrived at the residence, VELAZQUEZ, CS-1, CS-2, met inside of a garage and
awaited individuals, including Individual C, to arrive With cash for the purchase of
cocaine. When DEA approached the garage, VELAZQUEZ and others ran from the
garage. Ultimateiy, law enforcement seized approximately $145,000 in cash, but
VELAZQUEZ fled. |

B.  October 23-24, 2018, Meetings With VELAZQUEZ, Individual A,
and Suspepted Members of the Sinaloa DTO in Mexico City

11.  On or about October 23, 2018, DEA met with CS-1 and CS-2 at a pre-
arranged location in Mexico City in anticipation of a meeting with Individual A and
. other individuals believed to be members of the Sinaloa DTO. DEA searched CS-1
and CS-2 for contraband and excessive money with negative results, and equ;ipi)ed

both CS-1 and CS-2 with concealed video and audio recording devices.2

2 The video recording device for CS-2 failed due to an error in installing it, while the
video recording device for CS-1 was accidentally obscured by CS-1’s clothing after it was

provided to him/her.
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12. At approximately 5 p.m., at DEA’s direction, Mexican law enforcement
established physical surveillance at the meeting location, a particular restaurant
lcicated in the Polanéo neighborhood of Mexico City, Mexico (the “restaurant”). At
approximately 8 p.m., DEA established physical surveillance in the vicinity of the
restaurant.

13. Af approximately. - 8:49 .p.m., Mexicain law enforcement saw
VELAZQUEZ,3 Individual A, and two other Hispanic males, enter the reétaurant.
Mexican law enforcement conducting physical surveillance inside the restaurant saw
Individual A .subsequently seated inside with multiple individuals. Mexican law
enforcement subsequently provided photos to DEA, which identified the individuals
as including CS-1, CS-2, VELAZQUEZ, and Individual A.

14. At approximately 10:37 p.m., Mexican law enforcement saw the group
leave the restaurant and walk inside a nearby hotel.

15. | At approximately 10:44 p.m., DEA agents conducting surveillance saw
the group arrive, saw them enter the hotel lobby, and saw them meet near the hétel’s

lobby bar fof approximately several hours.

8 DEA identified VELAZQUEZ based upon, among other things: (1) physical
surveillance and photographs taken of VELAZQUEZ in Mexico City on or about October 23,
2018; (2) physical surveillance of VELAZQUEZ in Honduras between on or about November
15, 2018, and on or about November 19, 2018; (3) a photo of VELAZQUEZ and his name
obtained from U.S. Customs and Border Protection based upon passenger flight information
provided by DEA; (4) comparison with travel and immigration records related to
VELAZQUEZ's travel to the United States on or about December 2, 2018; (5) CS-1’s photos
of VELAZQUEZ’s luggage tag upon arrival in Honduras on or about November 15, 2018; (6)

-photos of VELAZQUEZ’s passport found abandoned at his hotel in Chicago on or about
December 4, 2018; (7) physical surveillance of VELAZQUEZ in the Chicago area in or around
December 2018; and (8 based upon CS-1's and CS-2's identification of a photo of
VELAZQUEZ with identifiers removed.
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16. At approximately 11:30 p.m., 'DEA agents saw CS-1, CS-2,
VELAZQUEZ, and Individual A leave the lobby and enter an elevator while the
others remained at the hotel lobby bar undelf DEA su'rveillance;

'17.  About an hour latef, at approximaﬁely 12:30 a.m., DEA agents saw CS- -
1, CS-2, VELAZQUEZ, and Individual A, exit one of the lobby elevators together and
rejoin the others near‘ the hotel lobby bar.

18. At approximately 1:30 a.m., DEA agents saw the group leave the hotel
and saw CS-1 and CS-2 separate from the others.

19. At approximately 2:30 a.m., DEA met with CS-1 and CS-2 at a pre-
arranged location where they were both searched for the presence of contraband and
| large amounts of money, with ﬁegative results, and the concealed recording devices
| were recovered. DEA agents thén debriefed CS-1 and CS-2 together.

'20.  According to both CS-1 and CS-2, during the meeting.in the hotel room
with VELAZQUEZ and Individual A, CS-1 and CS-2 identified themselves as
members of a Colombian DTO fhat transported large quantities of cocaine thro'ugh
Honduras to Costa Rica,' Europe, and the United States (including Ii]inois, Indiana,
and New York).4 According fp CS-1 and €S-2, VELAZQUEZ and Individual A stated
that they previously had received up to a ton of cocaine in Chicago, Illinois, and
Wanted to re-establish that operation through a new source of supply. According to

CS-1 and CS-2, they discussed with VELAZQUEZ and Individual A their methods of

4 According to CS-1, VELAZQUEZ initially introduced himself as “Rafael,” but CS-1
heard Individual A at one point refer to VELAZQUEZ as “Roberto.”
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receiving and distributing cocaine and drug proceeds in Mexico and the United
States, possible routes for transportingkcocaine (including into the United Stétes),
and pricing. of possible future shipments of multi-kilogram quantities of cocaine.
According to CS-1and CS-2, they agreed with VELAZQUEZ and Individual A to meet
lafer that day (on or about October 24, 2018) to continue discussions about a possible
partnership.

21. Based upon a review of the. éudio reéorded by CS-l’s. and CS-2’s
concealed recording devices, during the meeting in the hotel room, in summafy,
VELAZQUEZAand Individual A agreed to purchase 600 kilograms of cocaine from CS-
1 and CS-2 (200 kilograms were fo be.paid for upon delivery, 200 kildgrams wefé to

4 be provided on credit, and 200 kilograms were to be paid for upon their distribution
in Chicago). In addition’, during the meeting, VELAZQUEZ and Individual A agreed
to distribute anqther 100 kilograms of cocaine in the Chicago area on CS-1 and CS-

B 2’s behalf in exchange for a sha‘rel of the profits. During the meeting, CS-1, CS-2,

VELAZQUEZ, and Individual A had the following exchange:5

' VELAZQUEZ: [STAMMERS] We have a landmg strip where I'm from,
which you are welcome to stay, it's an armament spot right

there, but no one from the government will kick you out.
It’s like what a jungle is to you guys. And [STAMMERS]

5 DEA identified VELAZQUEZ's voice based upon: (1) physical surveillance of
VELAZQUEZ at meetings with CS-1 and CS-2 that were consensually recorded; (2) CS-1 and
CS-2’s identification of the voice as belonging to VELAZQUEZ; and (3) on November 19, 2018,
CS-1 was able to take a snapshot of a video call with VELAZQUEZ during which
VELAZQUEZ appeared to show him/her an airstrip (in conjunction with other recorded
conversations discussing that VELAZQUEZ would provide CS-1 and CS-2 with coordinates
for an airstrip and the fact that VELAZQUEZ later provided CS-2 with GPS coordinates
pertaining to an airstrip located in Mexico to CS-2).
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‘there’s a landing strip, and everything is there, the landing
strip is ours, and there isn’t any...8

CS-1: Let’s reach an agreement. If you want, we can meet again
outside of Mexico. And we’ll reach an agreement. The
numbers . . . you let me know, if we’ll do 300 [kilograms of
cocaine] from Honduras. They are at six thousand [$6,000]
or seven thousand [$7,000] dollars for each one in
Honduras right now. And we’ll make arrangements with
law enforcement on the way. We'll set up [STAMMERS] a
good bargain, so it can be of interest to you guys, and so we
can profit. ' '

Individual A: What's the offer? How many are you going to sell to me
and how many are you going to give me on credit?

CS-1: It’s just a matter of you saying, “Hey, buddy, we need, we
need 500 [kilograms of cocaine].” I'll give you 250 on credit
and you’ll buy from me 250. And I'll give you 250 more,
from my stuff, where I'm included with your stuff that’s
going up over there. You'll charge me your percentage, for
my 250, because everything has a price.

Individual A: Mm-hum.
CS-1: I understand that. I understand all of that. You tell me,

“Give me 250.” You'll get 210, 200 units [kilograms of
cocaine] aside from everything, and I'll come in to play

6 Reference is made in this Affidavit to consensually-recorded conversations
(collectively, the “conversations”). In certain instances, these conversations are summarized
and placed in context in brackets. The bracketed comments are my understanding of the
conversations and coded language used during those conversations. My understanding is
based on my training and experience and investigation to date, my discussions with other
law enforcement officers, the experience of other law enforcement officers in this
investigation, and other evidence developed during the course of the investigation, including
information obtained from confidential sources. The times listed for the conversations are
approximate. Unless otherwise noted, the conversations are in Spanish and were translated
by Spanish speaking law enforcement officers or interpreters contracted by DEA. Finally, for
these recordings that were originally recorded in Spanish, I have relied on draft - - not final
- - English translations of conversations in Spanish done by DEA agents and/or interpreters.
Further, summaries. of the conversations described herein do not represent finalized
transcripts and may not represent the emntire conversation that occurred between the
identified individuals. Italicized words appearing in such summaries were spoken in English,
or have been left in Spanish for emphasis.



Case: 1:19-cr-00768 Document #: 1 Filed: 10/03/19 Page 11 of 43 PagelD #:11

without an issue, buddy. The most important thing is for
you to give me a profit, [STAMMERS] to our office.
Because I'll profit. I'll talk to you as I am, a negotiator; I'll
profit. And that’s my job, to look for business for the office.

kkk

VELAZQUEZ: How many fit in the jet? 600 [kﬂogféms of cocaine]?
CS-1: © 650 fit. |
. k%

Individual A: The stanﬁp that you put on it in Colombia, that same stamp
will arrive to Chicago?

 [VOICES OVERLAP]

CS-1: Currently, we are working with Gucci,_ With the Horseshoe
[brand stamps for cocaine]. Are you guys, familiar with
them?7

Individual A: Yes.

VELAZQUEZ: I'm familiar with Gucci.

—
CS-A 1: It’s a good material that yields 98 or 99 [percent purity].
Individual A: Actually, if we add another stamp, can we add ano.ther
‘ ' stamp?

CS-1: Whatever you guys want.

VELAZQUEZ: Of course, they’ll do it as per your instructions.

7 Based upon my training, experiencé, and familiarity with the investigation, I know

that those involved in drug trafficking will sometimes stamp or mark their product with a
certain brand name or image, to distinguish its origin and quality from other drug products.

10
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C. October 24, 2018 Meeting With VELAZQUEZ and Individual A in
Mexico City '

22.  On or about October 24, 2018, at approxirﬁately 9:35 p.m., at law
enforcement’s direétio_n, CS-1 and CS-2 met with VELAZQUEZ énd Individual A at' »
a restaurant in the Cuahtémoc neighborhood of Mexico ‘City, Mexico.8 According to
CS-1, he/she told VELAZQUEZ and Individual A that CS-I’s bossin Colombia may
have a load of cocaine headed to Chicago, aﬁd VELAZQUEZ inquired about investing
in that load. According to CS-1, he/she agreed with VELAZQUEZ that they would
meet in Honduras after November 14, 2018, to discuss the anticipated delivery of
multiple hundreds of kilograms of cocaine to VELAZQUEZ and Individual A in
Durango, Mexico, and Chicago, Illinois. AAccording to CS-1, VELAZQUEZ and
Individual A agreed tb méet in Honduras and agreed to provide GPS coordinates'and
landmarks to aid CS;2’s pilot in delivering the cocaine to clandestine landing strips
located in Mexico.

D. Consensually Recorded Calls with VELAZQUEZ Arrangmg the
November Meetings in Honduras

23. Between on or about October 29, 2018, and on or abbut November 15,

2018, at law enforcement’s direction, CS-1 exchanged multiple consensually recorded

8 DEA was unable to surveil the meeting.

11
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calls (voice caHs using the WhatsApp application)9 with VELAZQUEZ, during which
they discussed the agreement to purchase cocaine and future meetings in Honduraé. ‘

24. . On the afternoon of on or about October 29, 2018, at law enforcement’s
direction, CS-1 exchanged a consensually recorded . WhatsApp call with
VELAZQUEZ, ‘'who was using the Mexican telephone number 52-XX-XXXX-7176
(“VELAZQUEZ Phone 1”), during which, in summary, they discusseci CS-1 and CS-2
selling VELAZQUEZ 600 kilograms of cocaine, VELAZQUEZ providing the money in
Mexico, and had the following exchan.ge: -

CS-1: That’s good. Interesting, buddy. Uh, I'm here with the
man, and the family, you get me?

VELAZQUEZ: Uh-huh. Yes.

CS-1: Thing is, they, they approved [STAMMERS] 600 ceramic
pieces [kilograms of cocaine], to be installed in the building
" [airplane], you get me?

VELAZQUEZ: Of course.
CS-1: o Okay, so then, they want, uh, ‘they are asking me, how can
: * you guys pay the 200? If you guys can pay for them over

there, where [Individual A] mentioned [in Chicago,
Illinois]? '

- VELAZQUEZ: Where is that?
cs-1: Uh uh, in, in Chicago.

VELAZQUEZ : No, listen, um, I think it’s easier if I get them from you here
where you are going to arrive. And I'll move up the money

9 Based upon information from WhatsApp’s website, WhatsApp offers itself as an
application that provides secure text messaging, chat, voice calls, and video calls using a
device’s internet connection. For those calls between CS-1 and others using WhatsApp, CS-1
consensually recorded the audio of the call with a separate recording device and then
transmitted those recordings to' DEA. Unless otherwise noted, law enforcement was able to
view and download CS-1’s WhatsApp chat message communications afterwards.

12
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CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:-

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

right here for you, so you don’t spend on it [delivering the
payment in Mexico].

Because, then, one thing... in other words, with your 200,
besides our credit and everything... if, they’re saying...

Uh-huh.

[STAMMERS] They are asking if you guys can... in regards
[STAMMERS] to the 200, uh, if you guys can turn in the
money when you guys are there [STAMMERS] in
Honduras.

I would give them [the money] to you right here where I'm
at [in Mexico]. Right here. So like .

Uh-huh.

You can send me your guys and if you want I'll go with you.
It’s up to you, whatever you think it’s convenient. Um, we’ll
go and once you get here, right here, where you come down,
I'll move the money up for you.

That’s the issue. Because the issue, the boss is telling me
right here is that they are going, they are going to land
[STAMMERS] somewhere else from there. [CS-1 was
telling VELAZQUEZ that they could not receive the money
in Mexico because the aircraft would head to another
airport before returning.] But then, it would be a normal
one [commercial airport]. And it won't be possible, because
they’ve had issues before, you get me? On that end. He is
asking, [STAMMERS] where else can you guys turn it in
for him [deliver the money]?

Oh, gosh. No well... [SIGHS] no well, honestly, I have the
paper [money] here for you [in Mexico]. Actually, I have it
here.

‘Mm-hum. Because we are going to turn in the, the 600, but

[STAMMERS] the boss is saying right here [STAMMERS]
that for your 200... and, and it’s going to get paid...
[STAMMERS] to move them up [STAMMERS] it’s going to
cost 1,800 from Honduras to where you guys are located
[there would be additional expenses to deliver the cocaine
in Mexico instead of Honduras].

13
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VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

- CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

Oh, okay.
Pér unit [kilogram of cocaine], you get me?- .
Uh-huh.

That has been arranged already. So now, the boss... we are
going to get organized, to, to send that out there and so you
guys can head out there [to Honduras] with us. And I don’t
know if one of you guys is [STAMMERS] going to leave in
the plane, you get me? ‘

Yes, yés, that's not a problem [one of VELAZQUEZ's
associates would travel back to Mexico on the aircraft
loaded with the cocaine].

" So now, [STAMMERS] how can we go [STAMMERS] about

receiving [STAMMERS] the money of the 200 [kilograms of
cocaine]?

I...well, [STAMMERS]...I... well,just like you had
mentioned, I can put it [the money] in the plane right there.

Uh, that’s the issue. ' That plane... is [STAMMERS] not
going...the boss [STAMMERS] doesn’t want it to go back...
where the money is, because it's going to land at, at a
normal [commercial] airport, you get me? From there to
here. '

Ub-huh.

And that’s the issue, we've, we've hit a snag before. And
the boss is saying we can’t do it like that for now. If you
guys can... which place, where can you guys turn that in?

I can turn it in to you in Mexico City. What do you think?
[VELAZQUEZ was offering to deliver the money for the
cocaine in Mexico City]

In Mexico City?
Uh-huh.

So then, we would have to, we would have to... let me, let
me... then, I'll, I'll call you back in a few minutes. So he

14
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can let [STAMMERS] me know what he’s going to say right
now. And I'll call you in a few minutes, you hear me?

25. Later that afternoon, at law enforcement’s direction, CS-1 exchanged a

consensually recorded ‘WhatsApp call with VELAZQUEZ, who was using

VE.LAZQUEZ Phone 1, during which, in summary, they discussed the logistiés of the

transéction (including the quantity of cocaine, pricing, delivery location, payment,

and a future meeting in Honduras) and had the following exchange:

CS-2:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

' VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

In, in Chicago and in Indiana... well, [an associate of CS-1

‘and CS-2] said he’s going to, he’s going to recei... he’s going

to answer, he’s going to receive that stuff [100 kilograms of
cocaine] out there [in Chicago].

Uh-huh.

And so then, now... we are going to send the, the Honduras
stuff [600 kilograms of cocaine] with you guys.

Uh-huh.

And also, the Chicago‘stuff [cocaine] will arrive. So then,
do you guys have people out there who, who can answer?

Yes, yes, of course. [Individual A] has all the people
[Unintelligible]. [VELAZQUEZ was telling CS-1 that they
had people ready to receive the cocaine in Chicago.]

[VOICES OVERLAP]

Okay, we need at least... at least 250 to 300 uh, uh, will be
moved up in pieces of fruit [250-300 kilograms of cocaine
would be transported and concealed in shipments of
fruit].1® I think they are about to leave... [ASIDE: Boss,
when?] In the next two or three days, they are going to head
out there, said the boss.

10 Based upon my training, experience, and familiarity with the investigation, I know
that those involved in drug trafficking will sometimes commingle drugs shipped in cover
loads of produce or other materials so as to evade law enforcement detection.
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VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

Uh-huh.

And we in Honduras, uh, like, we will be on the 15th... that '
stuff will arrive to Chicago on the 15th [the cocaine would
arrive to Chicago on November 15], you get me?

- Uh-huh.

So then, we will meet on the 15th in Chicago. So now,
about your money, your two hundred . . . the boss said he
definitely doesn’t want to get money in Mexico. Because,
buddy, we’ve run into... [CHUCKLES] some issues, buddy.

Mm-hum.

Where can you guys send it to, outside of it?

Well, buddy, like I told you. You asked me, [STAMMERS]
if I can put it in an airplane... I have it ready, buddy
[VELAZQUEZ would have the money for the cocaine].

Yes, but the boss is telling me now that, that...
[VOICES OVERLAP]

I made arrangements at once, and I had everythmg set up

at once as it should be

*kk

We will be with you guys on the 15th [November 15].
Uh-huh. ‘

Because the stuff would be arriving by, by that date, you
[STAMMERS] already know.

Uh-huh.

So then, that’s what they... the boss is listening right here,
right now what you are saying, so he wants you to confirm
coming out of your mouth that you guys are going to be out
there and we can negotiate the 300 [kilograms of cocaine]
in Chicago. Because I'm telling him . . . because they have
other people further ahead, in New York. But I told him
that you guys can negotiate those 300 [kilograms of
cocaine] in Chicago.
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VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:.

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

Yes, those [STAMMERS] can be done, but also for that
[BACKGROUND: NOISE], um, we would need to arrive
and once we arrive... um... once it arrives, once it arrives...
I doubt the half would be ready, but maybe... I can have it
for you in a week at the most. [VELAZQUEZ could pay for
the entire amount of cocaine in less than one week.]

No, no, in other words... uh... you don’t... in other words...
if you can at least pay something, because we need to pay
something out there in Chicago, you get me? That’s, that’s
the reason the boss needs the money.

[VOICES OVERLAP]
How much do you need?

The boss needs to pay at least a million [$1,000,l000] plus,
buddy.

Uh-huh.

From a million to two million [$1,000,000 to $2,000,000],
and [STAMMERS] including the Honduras stuff and the:
Chicago stuff. ‘So then, he has some people up over there,
further up from, from Chicago. So I told the boss that you
guys have muscle in Chicago, you know what I mean?

Uh-huh. Okay.

And he’s telling me that if you guys have a buyer out there,
they will give the 300 [kilograms of cocaine] to you guys.
And I'm going to give you a price that’s going to make you
fall back once, once I tell you the price you are going to get.
[LAUGHS] '

Uh-huh.

If you get the 300 [kilograms of cocaine] from me, buddy...
listen... [ASIDE: At 26? [$26,000 per kilogram of cocaine]
Okay.] [STAMMERS] The boss is saying that if you guys
get the 300 [kilograms of cocaine], he’ll price it to you guys
for 26 or 27 per unit [$26,000 or $27,000 per kilogram of
cocaine].

In Chicago?
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CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

Placed in Chicago, but you guys need to solve the thing
pertaining to Honduras and Chicago, buddy. And you will
be in Honduras with us [CS-1 and CS-2 would deliver a
portion of the cocaine to VELAZQUEZ in Honduras].

Listen, give me some time. Give me some time. I think so,
but I need to talk to, to some people to . . .. [VELAZQUEZ
needed to talk with his co-conspirators.]

Buddy, we’ll get the money in Chicago, or in Indiana,
wherever you want, but we will send that wherever you
want out there.

Okay, so then, it, it would be... you want... for me to come
up with a million and a half [$1,500,000]?

At least a million nine hundred [$1,900,000], or two million
[$2,000,000], buddy, for all of the Honduras, and the, and
the Chicago thing. And you’ll be going with us. Once you
guys are done working, we are going to fly again, but we

~are only flying to take with 200 or 300 [k]lograms of

cocaine], so we can pick the money up.

Okay, hold on, because as you know, I just turned in some
money out there, so -that it is not moved down
[VELAZQUEZ still had drug proceeds in the Chicago area].

Kk ¥k
That’s right. But I'm ready right here. I'm ready right here

where I'm at. I'm ready, buddy, with the paper and
everything [VELAZQUEZ had the cash to purchase the

~ cocaine located in Mexico currently]. If you want, I can send

you a picture, a video, or whatever you want that I have
your paper [money] right here. Ready.

Okay.
[SIGHS]

But, listen to me, do every possible thing, please, out there
in Chicago . . . [BACKGROUND: BEEPING SOUND]
While you guys give us something, or you guys move out.

something out there, once we arrive out there to

Monterrey. But we want to move the Chicago thing out,
because ‘the boss already . . . I told him you guys have
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VELAZQUEZ:

- CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ: -

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

potential, so we can start sending stuff directly to you guys
though Honduras and also through Chicago, you get me?

Mm-hum. Yeah, yeah.
[VOICES OVERLAP]

And TI'll give you a good price, buddy. [STAMMERS] I'm
going to get you situated like I told you out there, you get
me?

Yeah, that’s not, that’s not the issue, buddy. That’s not the
issue. I mean, the issue is . . . Well, I already talked to my
buddies from out here, and they are ready. They are
expecting this. They asked me, “For when?” I told them,
“On such date. We are ready.” Just tell us a few days
ahead. Let me know when you go to Honduras, so I can be
ready, so I don’t do anything, so I don’t go out, or anything.

So then, we are already organized with this. We are ready
with this and so if I change the game on them... then
they're going to ask me, “Hey, hey; what’s, what’s wrong
with you? What are you thinking? Things don’t work like
this...”

[VOICES OVERLAP]

The issue is .. .

[VOICES OVERLAP]
“...Are you serious or not?”

The issue is, that’s the issue, you get me? [STAMMERS]
We've somewhat hit a snag out there, but like I said try
your best and let me know. Do you agree?

[SIGHS] No, well, I think it’s complicated, buddy, huh? I
think it’s complicated, but let me, let me check, let me
check what I can do. I'll let you know tomorrow, tomorrow.
T'll tell you, “You know what? This thing is possible or that
other thing is possible.” I'm not, I'm not going to lie to you.
For real, if I can’t do it, then I'll tell you, “I can’t do it.”
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‘CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

VELAZQUEZ:
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Mm-hum.

Because I don’t want to take on a deal that I can’t deliver
upon.

Since [Individual A] said he had his people in Chicago and
that he had potential that’s the reason I told the boss that

~ you guys had, buddy . . .

Yes, but, but listen, he does have them. So let’'s say you
arrive... I can assure you that he can sell two or three
hundred [200 or 300 kilograms of cocaine] for you in a
week. But when you arrive, when you arrive there, he won’t
have the money there. You would have to wait for it.
[VELAZQUEZ was telling CS-1 that Individual A would be
able to sell 200-300 kilograms of cocaine in a week if
delivered to Chicago but that CS-1 would have to wait for
the full payment.]

Uh-huh. That's why I'm saying if he can, if we give him

. 300 [kilograms of cocaine], can he have at least for a

hundred? While we are in Honduras, you guys can move
that out, you get me?

I need to talk to [Individual A]. I need to talk to him, and
I need to talk to some other people I have there [in
Chicago]. '

Go ahead, then. So then, no ‘problem, buddy. But. ..
[VOICES OVERLAP]

. And then, at 26 [$26,000], that price really, um, is that

[STAMMERS] the most he can do?

Let me... [LAUGHS] Oh, buddy. Oh, this sucker.

[LAUGHS]
No, buddy, it’s, it’s a big quantity.

kkk

[SIGHS] Oh, no, fuck. Thing is, I had the other thing
organized, it was all ready. I'm ready.

[VOICES OVERLAP]
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CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:
CS-1:
VELAZQUEZ:

Get going, get going, get going, buddy, because we need
money to pay some things out there, buddy. And the boss-
is rushing, because of that. We are going to meet up on the
15th out there in, in Honduras. , '

Uh-huh.

- We are going to arrive over there. And God willing we are

going to make money, buddy. [PAUSE] Talk to me.

Yeah. No, no, no, I'm thinking, I'm thinking. For real,
buddy . .. -

Buddy, [STAMMERS] we’ll be in touch, you hear me? Go
ahead with it, take it easy. Take your time, there's still
time left to the 15th . . . [STAMMERS] so we can go out
there, but we need the money ready out there, you hear
me? And I'll get the price situated for you, [STAMMERS]
the twenty-six [$26,000 per kilogram]. Let me talk to them
and [STAMMERS] I'll write to you, I'll write to you.

Go ahead.
All right, buddy.

Sounds good, then. TI'll call you tomorrow and I'll let you
know what . .. .

26. The next day, on or about October 30, 2018, at law enforcement’s

direction, CS-1 placed a consensually recorded WhatsApp voice call with

VELAZQUEZ, who was using VELAZQUEZ Phone 1, during which, in summary,

they discussed logistics of the transaction and had the following exchange:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

- CS-1:

Of course, and how’s everything? How’s [Individual A]
doing? Talk to me. Is everything all right?

Ev-erything is all right. Everything is all right. Everything
is all right. Individual A stayed out there where, where we
met. : ‘

Uh, so tell me, are we still on board?
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VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

- CS-1:

CS-1:

Listen, buddy, I need you to be serious about this, buddy.

 Here goes the situation. How, how do you think we’ll do

the trip up over there [Honduras]?

Okay, [STAMMERS] look, and I'll explain it to you, because
I'm no, I'm no longer with the bosses, because I feel
pressured when I'm in front of them, you get me, buddy?
And that you guys could, we could send to you guys from
Honduras, and also to Chicago. And that you guys could
work and move work [cocaine] out. Because what’s in our

" best interest is to have people who can answer and who can

move work out, buddy. You get me? And. ..
That’s right. '

That’s where, where I profit, buddy, you get me? I'm
talking to you . . . Buddy, I'm talking to you like a brother,
buddy. And I'm going to talk to you [STAMMERS] like a
negotiator. That’s where I profit. I told them, “No, they -
have the potential.” And so they told me, they told me that
they are going to send it [cocaine] up over there. They have
a fruit company that receives out there from 300 to 400
[kilograms of cocaine] each month, buddy. Here among us,
you hear me? So then, I told them that you guys can also

 help out, because you guys have your people out there.

That’s right.

[STAMMERS] So then, the boss told me, “Okay, so then . .
. Itold him, “But they are going to be with us in Honduras,
boss. And we... they are responsible people and [CS-1 and
CS-2’s associate] is going to vouch for them.” So then, he
said . . . remember that the company always asks how
much can be given up front, so we can give the work to you
guys. Because what we want . .. what can I say? What we
want is to work. How much can they . .. that’s why I told
him yesterday . . . because remember, buddy, they pay for
their own transportation. They pay the people who receive
the stuff for them out there [CS-1 and CS-2’s bosses paid
individuals to unload the cocaine at shipment points]. They
have a responsibility with their own expenses, you get me?
So, then . .. '

So then, if you guys can help us getting a line of work out
there. Listen to me, it would be a great joy for me, if you
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VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1: |

VELAZQUEZ:

guys stay with us, with you. And T'll talk to you, like
[CHUCKLES] like I said, like a friend. I'll earn a good
commission right there. Why? Because I'm suggesting for
you guys to receive it and you guys will practlcally become
my, my line of work, you get me?

Mm-hum.

The Honduras thing has been set aside already. So now, I
want you to tell the people out there, “Listen, buddy, uh,
you guys are going to collect some, some money. Give me
200, give me 150, give me 300 [kilograms of cocaine].” And
we are going to carry out for you.

I understand everything; buddy. Yeah, I understand
everything. Tell me for sure what we are going to do. The
stuff from Honduras that you are going to send out here, is
it still on board [referring to the load of cocaine to be sent
from Honduras to Mexico]?

Exactly, buddy. Everything is on board.

See, see, see, you are changing things on me again.

But how? Explain to me, how so, buddy.

Because you told me, “Do me, do me a favor and pay me uh,
up over there, up over there. Get me a million and a half

[$1,500,000] or two [$2,000,000] and . . .”

If you guys will give it to me in Chicago. You'll tell me...
uh, uh, uh, buddy, we’re all going to be out there in
Honduras. Youlll tell me, “Listen, buddy, give it to such
person.” That person will be part of your people, of your
total trust. All of us together. You'll tell me, “Buddy, give,
give this much to.such person.” Perfect, done deal, buddy.
It'll be given. You'll tell the person out there, “Turn in the
money and they are going to give you the work. Check it.
Check the work.” We'll check the money out there with the
people. And it’s a done deal, buddy, you get me? We'll leave
for, we’ll leave from Honduras .

Yeah, yeah, Ill . . . Buddy, you told me, “You know what?

Head out there and T’ll give it to you out there and you'll
give it to me.” So far so good, right? “So then, um, pay me
up over there. Get for me a million and a half [$1,500,000]
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- CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

or two [$2,000,000] and I'll give that stuff to you. And I'll
send to you to Monterrey what, what we agreed upon.” Let
me keep explaining to you. I already talked, I already told
them, “Hey, I need this and I need you guys to help me out
with this and with this. What do you guys think?’ They
said, “Let’s get to it, but we need to make sure it’s for real.”
So then, I explained to them and told them, “You know
what? I need you guys to receive this much up over there.
What for? So they can bring down over here for me such
amount and that’s what's of interest to us. What'’s out
there is to start off, and what’s right here is to continue.”

Everytlﬁng has been set up for the 15%, so we can all be out
there in Honduras.

We are going to head out there [to Honduras]. I will tell
you, “You know what, buddy? Give a 100 [100 kilograms of
cocaine] to such person [VELAZQUEZs associate in
Chicago]. And he is going to give you a million
[$1,000,000].” “Give a 100 [kilograms of cocaine] to this
[STAMMERS] other person [another of VELAZQUEZ's
associates] and such person is going to give you another
million [$1,000,000].” And then, I'll let you know how long
it’ll take to move out the other a 100 [kilograms of cocaine].

Perfect, so then . . . Okay. To whom will I give
[STAMMERS] the . .-

That’s with the commitment that you'll give me some right
here in Monterrey, or wherever I tell you to out here in my
areas. Because I'm not going make all these people move,
just for the fun of it. Like I said, buddy, I'm not interested
in getting some from you out there. Why? Because my
business... just like you want to profit, I want to profit, as
well. And my business [STAMMERS] is from where I'm
located all the way to there. '

Okay, so I have a question. The people who are going to

. deliver [money] in, in Chicago, are they your people" Are

they trustworthy?

Tota]ly, buddy. I'm tellilig you that, if you don’t have a
place to arrive, I can let you use the place where to arrive.
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CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ: -

CS-1:-

' VELAZQUEZ:

- CS-1:

No worries. Don’t worry. In Chicago ... Like I was saying,
once we are in Honduras you are going to see our
organization, especially the recommendation that 'is
coming from your end, you hear me?

And you are going to see how we work.

No, dude, hold on, buddy. Listen, hear me out, we are...
God willing, given that everything has been agreed upon
like the way we do it. We would be in Chicago on the 16th
at the latest or we’d be coming back on the 17th. And to
Monterrey, we are... with all that has been agreed upon, it
won’t go past the 20th, you hear me?

All right.

Hear me out. Listen, I'm not here wasting my time, buddy. |

‘We are, we are going to travel out there to Honduras.

Neither are we. So then, buddy, I'm already getting things
set up. What for? So the stuff that you are going send to
me right here where I'm at, so I can have the money out
there in Chicago.

There are no more changes. We need the money in
Chicago. Uh, uh, uh, just talk to your people, and make
sure they have the money handy and there are no more
changes. '

27.  Also on or about October 30, 2018, at law enforcement’s direction, CS-1

placed a consensually recorded WhatsApp voice call with ‘VELAZQUE.Z, who was

using VELAZQUEZ Phone 1, during which, in summary, they discussed the type of

airplane that would be used to transport a portion of the cocaine to Monterrey,

VELAZQUEZ told CS-vl he would provide him/her with information on where to land

the airplane, and they discussed meeting in Honduras in November to finalize the

arrangements:

- VELAZQUEZ:

[STAMMERS] Um, in what device is it coming over? In.
what is it coming over? [VELAZQUEZ was asking CS-1
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CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-l:

VELAZQUEZ:
- CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1: -

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

what type of aircraft would be used to transport the cocaine
to Mexico.] :

In, uh, there where you guys are located, buddy?
Uh-huh.
In the one I told you, buddy.

What is it?

ItsC...

[VOICES OVERLAP]

I totally forgot, buddy., for real.

It's C5 [a type of aircraft], you hear ‘me, buddy?
C5. -

It's a, a private one. You'll see it out there in [Honduras],
. [STAMMERS] where we are going to, you hear me?
Where we are going, you hear me?

Oh, okay. And the 600 [kilograms of cocaine] are coming

" over in that one?

Yes, sir.

The 600 [kilograms of cocaine].

You are going to see it out there when we get there.
[STAMMERS] Where we mentioned we are going to, you
remember? [CS-1 would show VELAZQUEZ the aircraft
when they met in Honduras in November.]

®kk

[STAMMERS]I. .. Yeah, so I can plan out where it’s [the
aircraft loaded with cocaine] going to arrive.

Uh-huh. [STAMMERS] Exactly. The only thing that’s of '

importance ... it’s. ..

[VOICES OVERLAP]
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VELAZQUEZ:

CS-l:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

Mﬁ-hﬁm. '

And I'm telling you, and listen carefully to me.
[VOICES OVERLAP]

Mm-hum.

Look into the logistics thoroughly, and make sure the
coordinates are correct, but make sure they are correct, you
hear me?

. [VOICES OVERLAP]

Yeah.
Okay?

Exactly. Yes, that's why I'm trying to figure out, because I
have several spots where to arrive. And, and so I can know
what kind of, of, of [STAMMERS] device [aircraft] it is, so
I can provide the best I have. [VELAZQUEZ was telling
CS-1 that he had multiple locations where the aircraft
could arrive and wanted to select the best one.]

All right, all right. [STAMMERS] It's a new device
[aircraft], you hear me? You are going to see it over there?
You are going to see it over there, you hear me?

kekk

This guy is a sucker. Listen, now, so then, we already

~ agreed the money is going to be in Chicago. There won't be

any more changes, and . . .

"There won’t be any more changes.

And the money will be in Chicago without a problem. I'll

- repeat it, buddy, because when... I like to reiterate,

[STAMMERS] so we can be clear, buddy.

We are clear. [VELAZQUEZ was confirming that the
money would be delivered in Chicago.] The price hasn’t
changed. ‘

[SPITS] I already . . .
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[VOICES OVERLAP]

You are just going to turn in the money for me in'two or
three portions and that’s it.

Good. What you need to let your people know, that once we
are in Honduras to make sure they have the money ready.
So we don't start yapping blah, blah, blah, blah, blah,
sucker.

[VOICES OVERLAP]

When, when, héten, when do I need to be out there over by

~you [in Honduras]?

The 15th, buddy.

And when are the things [cocaine] going to arrive up over
there?

Oh, they’ll be by that date. T'll let yoﬁ know in person,
because I don’t like to talk about that for security reasons.

No well, just [STAMMERS] so I can have the people ready.

They'll, they'll be out there by, by the 15th, 16th, 17th or
the 18th. Tell him to be ready, have them be ready.

Okay.
Okay?
[VOICES OVERLAP]
Okay.

Don't tell him a specific date, so we don't end up ... how |
can I put this, buddy? So we don't look 1ike Liars, but . ..

[VOICES OVERLAP]

Yeah, I know, I know, I know. But thing is, I need you to
let me know, um, a few days before [VELAZQUEZ wanted
confirmation of when the cocaine would arrive in
Honduras]. That’s enough for me, that's enough for me.

Good.
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VELAZQUEZ:

, CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

- VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

CS-1:

VELAZQUEZ:

So I can have them [the individuals who would receive the
cocaine] ready.

Exactly. Remember, no later than the 20th, the 21st, that’s
the latest, but I doubt it’ll get to that date we'll be flying by
where you're at.

Go ahead, buddy. -

Okay? But I'm reminding you... like I told [STAMMERS]
uh, I called [CS-2] just now before you called me. You guys
already agreed you will have the, the money in Chicago
without an issue, and everything is all right.

Of course, buddy.
Listen, I'm going to tell you one thing. ..
[VOICES OVERLAP]

All right. This time, I can say with all confidence, “Go
ahead, buddy.”

[LAUGHS]
Before I couldn't, buddy.

[LAUGHS] Sucker. Listen, buddy, listen, I'm going to tell
you something. I'm going to tell you in confidence like a -
friend, and like a brother. Pay close attention, buddy, they
[STAMMERS] sponsored me for this thing [CS-1 was
indicating that he/she risked his/her reputation on the
deal], [STAMMERS] for this deal, so don't let me down,

- sucker, because if not, they are going to chop off my head,

sucker.
Sucker, we are in the same boat.
[LAUGHS]

Don’t let me down and neither will I.
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E. Meetings with VELAZQUEZ and Individual B in Honduras
Between November 15, 2018, and November 21, 2018

28.  On or about November 14, 2018, CS-1 received a consensually recorded
call via WhatsApp from VELAZQUEZ, who was using VELAZQUEZ Phone 1, during l
which, in summary, VELAZQUEZ told CS-1 that he wbuld be arriving the next day
and provided the time his flight was supposed to land.

29.  On or about November 15, 2018, VELAZQUEZ and Individual B arrived
together at Ramon Villeda Morales international airport in San Pedro Sula,
Honduras. Between on or about Noveiﬁber 15, 2018, and on or about NOverﬁber 21,
2618, CS-1 and CS-2 met with VELAZQUEZ and Individual B at a vacation rental
house where they all stayed (the “Hondufas residence”).11 The Honduras residence
was equipp.ed with a video and | audio recording device inside.l2 CS-1 was also
“equipped with a concealed audio and video recording device. CS-1 was also provided
with a vehicle that was equipped with an audio and video recording device.13

30. On or abbut November 15, 2018, at approximately 12:30 p.m., CS-1
drove VELAZQUEZ and Individual B from the airpoft to a restaurant, prior to driving
them to the Honduras residence. Based upon a review of the consensualiy recorded

audio of the conversation in the car, VELAZQUEZ told CS-1, in summary, that

11 The sources paid for the house rental with funds provided by DEA.

12 After CS-1 became concerned that Individual B had possibly detected the video and
audio recording device inside the house, CS-1 removed that device from the area. CS-1 later

informed DEA. :

18 The audio and video recording device failed to record all of the meetings because its
battery ran out of charge.
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Individugl A had some issues with “Interpol” that prevented him from traveling!4 but
that Individual B was a trusted associate. .During the recorded conversation,
VELAZQUEZ told CS‘-l, “I have everything ready...do not fail me,” and, “I work with-
a friend indirectly who is the third most wanted [by DEA] . . . . First was El Chapo,
then the seéond and he is the third.”15 VELAZQUEZ,‘in summary, also iﬁp‘hed that
‘he would deliver the money for the cocaine in Chicago as requested, stating, “I have
a surprise for you . . . what did you ask me for [money to be deliveréd in Chicago]?”
Based upon a '1jeview of the recording, VELAZQUEZ also told CS-1, “What I am
interested in the most is what is landing at the runway [ﬂie shipment of cocaine to
be delivered in Durango],” and, “I have the line from Where I am to the Rio [Mexican-
United States border] .. .. There where you are landing [Durango, Mexico] you will .
be received by the Commander from that area [a police official would assure the safety
of delivery of cocaine to the airstrip in Durango] . . . . He is my co_mpédre ....From
there to the border [United States border] is all ready and all the police is paid for . .
. is about getting there and paﬁng the plaza [VELAZQUEZ meant that the cocaine
would be transported all the way to the United States bordér bqt they would be

responsible for paying a toll to the plaza boss at the border].”18 According to CS-1,

4 Individual A has a pending arrest warrant out of the Northern District of Illinois.

15 Based upon DEA’s most wanted list, prior statements made by VELASQUEZ, and the
fact that VELASQUEZ and Individual A are believed to be affiliated with the Sinaloa DTO,
it is believed that VELASQUEZ may have been referring to a senior member of the Sinaloa
DTO who is currently a fugitive. ,

16 When they arrived at the house, CS-1 was able to photograph the luggage tags for
both VELASQUEZ and Individual B and send those photos to law enforcement. :
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later that night, CS-1 and CS-2 agreed to distribute 800 kilograms of cocaine to
VELAZQUEZ and Individual A in the Chicago area, at $25,500 per kilogram, and 600
kﬂqgrams of cocaine to be sent from Honduras to Mexico, at $6,000 per kjlbgram, and
that VELAZQUEZ would pay $2,500,000 »fo CS-1 and CS-2 in the Chicago area.

chording to CS-1, in his’her presence, VELAZQUEZ exchanged a phone call with
Individual A. during which VELAZQUEZ told Individual A, in summary, that
everything was arranged and to have his people in Chicago move forward with the
transaction. | |

F. November 16, 2018, Display of 140 Kilograms of Sham Cocaine to
‘ VELAZQUEZ and Individual B in Honduras

31. On or about November 16, 2018, CS-1 and CS-2 conducted consensually
audio meetinés with VELAZQUEZ and Individual B during which VELAZQUEZ and
Individual B agreed that their people were ready in Chicago. Later that déy, CS-1
and CS-2 showed VELAZQUEZ and Individual B approximately 140 brick-shaped

‘packages of “sham” cocaine. At law enforcément’s direction, CS-1 and CS-2 informed
VELAZQUEZ and Individual B that the sBipment.of cocaine had arrived in Honduras
and that they would ;arrange to show a portion of the cocaine to VELAZQUEZ and
IndividualhB before it was loaded onto ti‘lé airplane.

32. At approximately 10:36 p.m., an undercover DEA agent (“UC-1”) drove
CS-1in fhe ﬁndercover car to the Honduras residence, followed by a separate car
driven by three undercover Honduran National Policé (“HNP”) officers posing as CS-
I’s employees and loaded with approximately 140 brick-shaped packages of sham

cocaine (eéch brick weighed approximately one kilogram). Law enforcement agents
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conducting phyéicai surveillance saw the car arrive at the Hohduras residence, saw
CS-1 exit the undercover car, and saw CS-1 instruct the car loaded with sham cocaine
to park inside the Honduras residence’s garage. According to CS-1 and CS-2, they
showed VELAZQUEZ aﬁd Individual B the brick-shaped packages of sham cocaine
wrapped in black tape and clear plastic wrap in the trunk of the car (with the three
| HNP uhdercdver officers also present posing as security). According to CS-1 and CS-
2, CS-2 then removed one of the brick-shaped packages of sham cocaine to show
VELAZQUEZ and Individual B. According to CS-1 and CS-2, VELAZQUEZ then
, plaéed a video call to I‘ndividual A to show him the packages.1? According to CS-1 and
CS-2, during that video call, Individual A asked VELAZQUEZ to open one of the
packages to evaluate the qﬁality of the cocaine (there was no indication thét
VELAZQUEZ or Individual A did not believe it was real cocaine) but CS-1 .andA Ccs-2
indica‘ged that théy needed tb traﬁsporf fhe load quickly to another location.

J

G. November 18, 2018, Display of Airplane to Bé Used to Transport
Cocaine to Mexico

33. On or about Nov_ember 18, 2018, at approximately 9 a.m., CS-2
connected VELAZQUEZ and Individual B, via a video call using WhatsApp, with a
confidential source posing as aﬁ airplane pilo£ for the Coldmbian DTO (“CS-37).
According to CS-1 and CS-2, CS-3 showed VELAZQUEZ and Individual B‘the insidé ‘
of an airplane (that Would be used to transport their cocaiﬁe to Mexico) and discussed

Individual B’s accompanying the load scheduled to be delivered to Durango (including

Ry According to CS-l, CS-1 was able to both see Individual A’s face and recognize his
voice. :
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Individual B’s Weight) fhe next day (November 20, 2018). Accofd_ing to CS-l and CS-
2, following that video call, VELAZQUEZ instructed CS-2 to take a photo of Aa
WhatsApp chat conversation between VELAZQUEZ and VELAZQUEZ’s associate,
Individual C, during which. Individual C provided GPS cobrdinates.and landmarks
for an airstrip in Durango, Mexico, that CS-1 and CS-2 were to use to deliver the
cocaine.18 |

34. Latél; that day, on or about November 18, 2018, VELAZQUEZ provided
CS-l and CS-2 with Individual C’s contact information.and identified Individual C as
someone who would assist with the part of the transaction in Chicago.

35. Onor aboﬁt November 19, 2018, during a consensually recorded meeting
between CS-1, VELAZQUEZ, and Individual B, VELAZQUEZ agreed that portions of
~ the approximately 375 kilograms of cocaine that were intended to be delivered in
Chi;:ago would first be delive;ed to VELAZQUEZ’S associates, then to Individual A’s
associates, and finally to Individual B’s associates.

36. On or about November 19, 2018, at approximately 10 a.m., CS-1
transported VELAZQUEZ back to Ramon Villeda Morales international airpoft.
According to CS-1, VELAZQUEZ confirmed that Individual B would accompany CS-

3 to transport the portion of cocaine to be delivered in Durango.

18 CS-2 subsequently provided DEA with that photo. Based upon a review of open source
information including Google Maps, those GPS coordinates correspond with a non-
commercial clandestine airstrip located in a remote region of Durango, Mexico.
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H. November 19, 2018, Display of Appfoximately 80 Kilograms of -
Sham Cocaine to Individual C in Chicago

37. Onor about November 18, 2018, CS-2 travelled to the Chicago area to
coordinate the delivery of cocaine to, and receipt of money from, VELAZQUEZ's
associates including Individual C.

38. On or about N(;vember 19, 2018, at law enforcement’s direction and in
their presence, CS-2 exchanged 'multiple consensually rgcorded phone éalls and text
messages over WhatsApp with Individual C during which they agreed to meet at é
location in the‘ Chicago area.l? |

39. On the morning of on or about November 19, 2018, CS-2 met v.vith law
enforcement agents in anticipation of the meeting with Individual C. Law
enforcement éearchéd CS-2 for contraband and excessive money, with negative
results. CS-2 was alsb equipped with a coﬁcealed audio recording device.

| 40. . At approximately 1:18 p.m., IndividUal C and an unidentified Hispanic
male arrived at the ‘meeting location and met with CS-2 and two undercover law
enforcement officers posihg as CS-2’s associates (“‘UC-2” and “UC-3"). According to
CS-2, Individual C told CS-2 that he had been in touch with VELAZQUEZ’s
associates bﬁt needed more time to collect fhe money. According to CS-2, during the
~meeting, CS-2 showed Individual C approximately 80 brick-shaped packages of sham
.cocaine concealed inéide of a comparfment and inside multiple bags Within an

undercover car. According to CS-2, after CS-2 showed Individual C the sham cocaine,

19 The calls were made in DEA’s presence and CS-2 recorded the majority of the calls
using a separate recording device.
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Individual C spoke with someone over the phone. Following that conversaﬁoh, CS-2
énd Individual C agreed to meet later that aﬂerﬁoon and fha_t Individual C would
4 deliver $2,550,000 to CS-2 as part of the cocaine transaction.-’-O |

41. Later that day, according to CS-1, Individual B told CS-1 that Individual
C did not want to bring the mbney to the meeting location and Individual C reported
that he did not see the entire load of cocaine, aﬁd therefore the trahsaction would
have to be rescheduled.

I. December 3,.2018, Meeting with VELAZQUEZ in Chicago

42. Between on or about'November 26, 2018, and on or about November 30,
.2018, CS-1 exchanged multiple consensually recorded calls via WhatsApp with
Individual B (who indicated that he was intouch with VELAZQUEZ and 'othérs) who
was usin,.o,r the 'Mexican teiephone number 52-XX-XXXX-9250 (“Individual B’s
Phone”). According to CS-1, during those calls, in summary, they agreed that
VELAZQUEZ and Individual B would purchase 40 ‘kilograms of cqcaine in Chicago,
VELAZQUEZ would personélly meet CS-1 to conduct the transactién in Chicago, and,
following this initial transaction, they would again meet in Hondura_s to proceed with
the rest of the delivery of cocaine.

43. On or about November 30, 2018,. CS-1 exchanged a series of text

messages via WhatsApp with Individual B, during which Individual B’s phone stated,

20 Meanwhile, CS-1 was still in Honduras with Individual B. According to CS-1,
Individual B told him/her that Individual C was picking up money in the Chicago area that
belonged to VELASQUEZ to fund the deal, while another individual, Individual D, was
picking up money that belonged to Individual B.
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“That is why you will meet with Robert [VELAZQUEZ] the (iay before to go over
everything and confirm at what time on Tuesday or Wednesday the movement starts
[ndividual B was telling CS-1 that VELAZQUEZ would meet with him/her
beforehand in Chicago te conduct the transaction on December 4 or December 5],”
and, “Of course for us here we are aware of the magnitude of the project and the
expansion that it represent'for the team.” Between on or about November 30, 2018,
and on or about December 3, 2018, at law enforcement’s direction, CS-1 exchanged
multiple WhatsApp text messages. dﬁring Which they agreed ‘to meet at a bar -
associated with a particular hotel m downfown Chicago, Illinois.

44. On or about December 3, 2018, af approximately 7:30 p.m., DEA met
with CS-1 at a pre-arranged meeting location. Law enforcemeht searched CS-1 for
the presence of contraband and excesAsive money, with negative resplts. CS-1 was
then equipped with a cencealed audio recording device.

45. At approximately 7:45 p.m., law enforcement established physical
surveillance at the agreed-upon meeting location. At approximately 8:02 p.m., law

~ enforcement saw CS-1 enter the bar area and meet with VELAZQUEZ, who was

-alone.

46. At approximately 8:38 p.m., law enforcement saw CS-1 and
VELAZQUEZ depart separately. Law enforcement maintained surveillance on CS-1
until meeting up with CS-1ata pre-arranged meeting location at approximately 8:45
p.m. Law enfercement agein searched CS-1 for contraband and large amounts of

money, with negative results, and removed the concealed audio recording device.
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47. AéCording to C'S-l,A during the meeting, in summary and in parf,
VELAZQUEZ and CS-1 agreed: (1) to meet the following day [December 4, 2018]; (2)
that VELAZQUEZ would receive between 50 to 80 kilograms of coc.a‘ine; (3) and that
VELAZQUEZ would pay for the load within a couple of days since CS-1 had to travel
back to Colombia.

J.  December 4, 2018, Meeting with VELAZQUEZ in Stickney,
‘Tllinois -

48.  According to CS-1, on or about December 4, 2018, at approximately 9:32
a.m., CS-1 exchanged WhatsApp chat messages with VELAZQUEZ during which CS-
i told AVELAZQUEZ that they were getting the “work” [cocaine] ready ahd they
agreed td‘ meet at approximately 12:30 p.m. At approximately | 1:48 p.m.,
VELAZQUEZ provided CS-1 v;rith the address for a particular retail clothing store in
the 3900 block of Harlem Avenue in Berwyn. Law enforcement met with CS-1 and
CS-2, searched them and their vehicle (the “CS car”)vfor contraband and excessive
money (with negative .results), equipped the CS car with audio and video recording
devices, and ‘equipped both CS-l and CS-2 with audio recording devices. Law
enforcement then maintained surveillance on the CS car as it left the area to‘head to
the meeting location. | |
- 49. At approximately 3:20 p.m., surveillance saw the CS car arrive and park

in the parking lot of the store referenced in the above paragraph.
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50. At approximately 3:27 p.m., survéillance séw a white Ford pick-up truck

arrive and park next to the CS car.2! Survgﬂlance then saw CS-1 exit the CS car and o
_enter the rear passenger seat of the truck. According to CS-1, béth CS-1 (rear |
passenger side) and VELAZQUEZ (front passenger side) entered the truck, already
' oécupied by Individual D (who was sitting in j:he driver’s seat) and Individual E (who
was sitting behind the driver). According to CS-1, VELAZQUEZ told him, in
summary, that they curfently had enough mdney to purchase ten kilograms of cocaine
- - and wished to purchase an additional fifty kilograms With the.objective of paying the
remaining balance for thé fifty kilograms the. following day. According fo CS-1,
VELAZQUEZ told him, in summary, that they would then purchase the rest of the
q1~1a'ntity22 by the end of the week. According to CS-1 and CS-2, and corroborated by
‘audio récprding, CS-1 and VELAZQUEZ exited the truck and entered the car whére
CS-2 remained sitting.

51. At approximately 3:47 p.m., surveillance saw CS-1 and VELAZQUEZ
exit the CS car and briefly talk outside the vehicles. Acéordin_g to CS-1, VELAZQUE_Z
and CS- 1 briefly spoké before they bc->th entered the CS car. Accoi'ding to CS-1, dulring

.that conve¥sation, after CS-1 asked VELAZQUEZ how much money théy currently
had, VELAZQUEZ looked at Individual D who said that he has someone at his house

right now with money for three kilograms of cocaine. According to CS-1 and CS-2

21 Vehicle registration records showed the truck was regisfered to Individual D’s
relative. , A
22 Based upon the prior recorded conversations, it was established that 225 kilograms of

cocaine would be delivered in Chicago.
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\

(who was pretending to be CS-l’s boés), and corroborated by the recording, -
VELAZQUEZ entered the CS car and confirmed to the termé as diséus‘sed with CS-1.
Surveillance then saw VELAZQUEZ re-enter the truck and saw the CS car follow the
“truck out of the-parking lot. Law enforcement maintained surveillance on the CS car
aﬁd the truck as they drove to a particuiar resideﬁce in the 4200 block of Wisconsin
Avenue in Stickney, Illinois. CS-l then notiﬁed law enforcement that they were
meeting inside a detached garage at the residence. According to CS-1 and CS-2, and |
corroborated by the audio recording of the meeting, VELAZQUEZ, Individual D, and
Individual E spoke about other individuals who were on their way to the garage to
provide money to purchase cocaine. According to CS-1, Individual D also indicated
that he had a buyer available inside the residence who was ready to purchase three
kilograms but that the buyer was ge&ing anxious. According to CS-1 and CS-Z,
Individual D eventually went inside the house and returned with a duffle bag
containing tens of thousands of dollars of U.S. currency. While inside the gafage,
VELAZQUEZ, in summary, told CS-1 that he previouslsr shipped a ton of cocaine to
the United States approximately every two weeks, that they had “ten offices” tdrug
distribution locations], and that he “had two years and a half being here [Chicago]” ,
and “I had to lgave because things got hot and we had lost 120 kilos and $5 million
dollars.” According to CS-1, both VELAZQUEZ and Individual D indicated that
VELAZQUEZ had to leave the Chicago area because of several murders, Individual

D i)ulled up a news article to show CS-1 on his phone, and VELAZQUEZ indicated
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that he previously reached out to a relative in US law enforcement to ensure that
VELAZQUEZ did not have any active warrants prior to flying to Chicago.

52. At aﬁprbximately the same time, according to CS-1, a Hispéﬁic male,
Individual F, arrived at the gérage With a box full of bundles of U.S. currency.
According to CS-} and corroborated by the audio recordipg, Individual F indicéted
thaf the box contained enough to purchase five kilograms.

- 53. At approximately 5:35 p.m., when law enforcement approached the |

garage, VELAZQUEZ, Individual D, Individual E, and Individual F ran from the

~garage. Specifically, law enforcement saw Individual F run (carrying a box) frpm the

garage to é truck parked nearby where they seized the box containing approximately

- $145,000 in U.S. currency.?® Law enforcement was able to arrest Individﬁal D, along

with others that were Waiting inside the i‘esidence to int.:lude Individual G, but coﬁld
not locate VELAZQUEZ. | |

54. La§v enforcement subsequently located a hotel room _récently occupied
by VELAZQUEZ and an associate, Indiﬁdual H. After obtainiﬁg consent to search

the hotel room from Individual H, law enforcement found VELAZQUEZ’s Mexican

2 Based upon my training, experience, and familiarity with the investigation, $145,000
is consistent with the price of five kilograms sold in the Chicago area at that time.

Law enforcement blocked the truck before it could exit. When they approached, they
saw the box containing bundles of U.S. currency on the front passenger seat of the truck.
After securing Individual F and Individual F’s relative, law enforcement conducted a canine
sniff which positively alerted to the presence of narcotics inside the car and inside the
cardboard box. Law enforcement then received consent to search the car from Individual F’s
relative and found the box containing the currency.
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passport and U.S. visa indicated he entered the country on or about December 2,
2018.24
CONCLUSION

55. I submit that there is probable cause to support a complaint charging
that beginning no later than October 23, 2018,l and continuing to on or about
December 4, 2018, in the Northern District of Illinois, and elsewhere, ROBERTO
VELAZQUEZ MARTINEZ, also known as “Rafael,” conspired with Individuals A, B,
C, and others, to knowingly and intentionally possess with intent to distribute and
distribute a controlled substance, namely, 5 kilograms or more of a mixture and
substance containing a detectable amount of cocaine, a Schedule II Controlled

Substance, in violation of Title 21, United States Code, Section 846.

FURTHER AF i% H NOT.

JOMA NTRON
Special Agent, Drug Enforcement
Administration

SUBSQRI?E/D AND SWORN to before me on October 3, 2019.
/

JEFFREY TMMINGL\Q
United States Maglsn Judge

24 Customs and Border Protection records also verified that VELAZQUEZ entered the
United States on or about December 2, 2018.
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